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Artist and Child, photo by Austin Wilson, photo courtesy of 
Urban Artworks





How does art & culture affect your life?





Defining
“social impact”

In this study, we define 
social impact as the ability 
to advance these three 
community priorities.

We selected these themes 
for three reasons:
1. They are specific and 

timely to the 
challenges facing King 
County today

2. They boast the 
strongest national 
evidence of impact

3. They offer the most 
opportunity for local 
leaders, organizations, 
and businesses to join 
in the work 



<
Title: THE ONES I ADMIRE
Artist: Leo Carmona



Involvement in arts can 
improve academic and social 
outcomes for youth across 
socioeconomic status

Urban ArtWorks, youths painting, photo by Austin Wilson



Arts Corps, Arts Liberation & Leadership 
Institute 2017, photo by Amy Pinon.



Arts Corps, Youth Speaks Wild Card Slam 
Event 2018, Photo by Amy Pinon



>
Title: Headspace

Artist: Joanna Ngai



Community-wide artistic interventions 
are opportunities to advance a ‘culture 
of health,’
and address
inequities in
the social
determinants
of health.

Arts can improve individual and 
community health. 

Path with Art, Dance 
Class. Photo courtesy of

Path with Art



Seattle Arts & Lectures, Writers in the 
Schools (WITS) Anthology Launch. Photo 
by Libby Lewis.



Seattle Arts & Lectures, 2017 WITS Year-End 
Reading, photo by Libby Lewis Photography



<
Title: Seattle Artist’s Magic
Artist: Taylor Hammes



The presence of arts is linked to increased neighborhood 
livability, community identity, and social wellbeing.

Research ties the benefits of arts and cultural participation 
to the informal education and empowerment of the 
community, and to a sense of pride and community 
ownership.

Washington Hall Project Team October 2015, credit Tim Rice



Seattle Art Museum, Summer at SAM, photo 
courtesy of Seattle Art Museum



Whim W’Him, Configurate, Photo by 
Bamberg Fine Art



Creative thinking is fundamental to 
our growing economy. Today nearly 
40 million Americans hold jobs in 
the creative sector.

Art is a medium for engaging 
with our environment, be it 
natural or built. Artists are 
addressing environmental 
challenges through their work 
using it as a tool for action. 

SODO Track Mural Project Day 3, photo 
courtesy of Urban Artworks

The highly mobile creative class 
chooses to be physically close to 
other knowledge workers, where the 
density of creative networks can 
accelerate their work, and city 
infrastructure and cultural amenities 
match their lifestyle preferences.

“Creativity, Education, and Work in the 21st 
Century,” by Keynote Speaker Steven J. 
Tepper
www.artsfund.org/events/2017luncheon

http://www.artsfund.org/events/2017luncheon


Our landscape scan reveals the Puget 
Sound region is rich with arts programs 
with a sustained record of social impact, 
many of them long-running.



The scan also reveals that arts 
organizations and programs are 
not doing this work in isolation—
84% reported some type of 
partnership

The power of two or more 
organizations committing across 
sectors to an arts-based approach 
complements traditional 
approaches to social issues

Path with Art, The Trimpin Wagon. Photo courtesy of Path 
with Art











Media Coverage:

“This study proves the arts can help solve 
serious problems facing this region in 
particular, including homelessness, 
inequitable and inadequate education, and 
general divisiveness.” – Rich Smith, The 
Stranger

"Take heart—you are now armed 
and ready to go forth and preach: 
A major new study demonstrates 
that the positive, transformative 
nature of art is more than a feeling. 
It’s a fact.“ – Jonathan Zwickel, 
CityArts

"Moreover, the report offers statistics 
from various studies about the arts’ 
potential impacts on youth development 
and education, health and wellness, and 
neighborhood vitality—a kind of 
Greatest Hits of data points on the arts 
and social impact.” – Sunil Iyengar, NEA

“For me this study is a confirmation of what I’ve 
seen, that the arts groups are increasingly 
focused not only on making art, but informing 
long term partnerships and programs that really 
meets the community where it is.” – Marcie 
Sillman, KUOW



#ArtsSocialImpact



Additional Materials
Brochure
Case Study Interview Guide
Comprehensive Lit Review Bibliography
Cultural Partners Landscape Scan Participants (Report Appendix)
Cultural Partners Landscape Scan Survey Questions
Executive Summary
Full Inventory of Potential Case Studies
Full Report
GMA Poll Survey Questions
Online Gallery
Parameters for Case Study Inclusion

www.artsfund.org/socialimpact

https://www.artsfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/ArtsFund_2018_SIS_Collateral_r6_digital.pdf
https://www.artsfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/ArtsFund_2018_SIS_Appendix_InteviewGuide.pdf
https://www.artsfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/ArtsFund_2018_SIS_Appendix_FullBibliography.pdf
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https://www.artsfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/ArtsFund_SIS_FullInventory.pdf
https://www.artsfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/ArtsFund_2018_SIS_11.6.pdf
https://www.artsfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/ArtsFund_2018_SIS_Appendix_GMAPoll.pdf
https://www.artsfund.org/social-impact-study-2018#artworks
https://www.artsfund.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/ArtsFund_2018_SIS_Appendix_ParametersforCaseStudySelection.pdf
http://www.artsfund.org/socialimpact
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